THE     ABBEY     OF    JOY

" Next to their smock they put on the pretty kirtle or
vasquin of pure silk chamlet; above that went the taffeta
or tabie fardingale of white, red, tawney, grey, or any
other colour ; above this taffeta petticoat they had another
of cloth of tissue or brocade, embroidered with fine gold,
and interlaced with needle work or as they thought good ;
and according to the temperature or disposition of the
weather they had their upper coats of satin, damask, or
velvet, and those either orange, tawney, green, ash-
coloured, blue, yellow, red, crimson, or white, and so
forth ; or had them of cloth of gold, cloth of silver, or
some other choice stuff, enriched with pearl, or embroid-
ered according to the dignity of the festival days and
times wherein they wore them."

Some days in summer, instead of gowns, they wore
light, handsome mantles, made either of the same stuff
as the attire or like Moroccan rugs of violet velvet,
frizzled with a raised work of gold upon silver pearl,
or with a knotted cord-work of gold embroidery,
everywhere garnished with little Indian pearls. They
always carried a fair panache or plume of feathers of
the colour of their muffs, adorned and tricked out
with glistening spangles of gold. In winter time they
had their taffeta gowns of all colours, lined with rich
furrings of wolves, or speckled lynxes, black-spotted
weasels, martlet skins of Calabria, sables and other
costly furs. Their beads, rings, bracelets, collars,
carcanets and neck-chains were all of precious stones,
such as carbuncles, rubies, baleus, diamonds, sapphires,
turquoises, garnets, emeralds, beryls, and excellent
margarets. Their head-dressing varied with the
season of the year. In winter it was of the French
fashion, in spring of the Spanish, in summer of the
fashion of Tuscany, except on holy days and Sundays,
when they were accoutred in the French mode, be-
cause they accounted it more honourable and better
befitting the garb of a matronal pudicity.
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